JUDITH SHATIN

To the Bird from a Distant Land

Piano Trio



Program Note

To the Bird from the Distant Land was composed in response to Hayim Nahman
Bialik's poem To the Bird (El HaTzipor ) on commission from the Atar Trio. When
pianist and director Ofer Shelley approached me to create a piece for an upcoming
Bialik program, | was particularly drawn to this poem. Written when Bialik was just
nineteen and had recently moved to Odessa, there is a strong undercurrent of
homesickness for the Biblical land of Israel he imagined. The poem, addressed to a
bird that serves as a bridge between the distant land and his current home, is
episodic — variously referring to the Bialik’s imaginings of this distant land in both
its beauty and potential difficulties, while contrasting it again and again with his
current perilous situation. His ruminations move back and forth, taking flight like
the winging bird he calls to, yet also crashing down on his current reality. My
response to the poem became a song without words, with the flight of the bird
sometimes soaring, while at other times caught in the darker net of Bialik’'s musings
before taking wing again.

Performance Notes

Accidentals pertain throughout the bar in register.

Trills are diatonic unless the trill icon shows a flat above, indicating a % step
move to the flattened diatonic note.

Piano Techniques

— Pluck the string with your fingernail, typically the right-hand index
finger.
+ Mute the string at the point closest to the front, creating the

strongest resonance.

a Move your finger up the string about %” and back; experiment for
‘ the best timbral change.

String Techniques

‘ Indicates a strong increase of pressure, with increasing noise content.

X Chopped, strong pressure on shorter note, mainly noise, with slight
pitch.
Sp. sul pont.

World Premiere
The Atar Trio
Studio Annette
Felicia Blumenthal Music Center
Tel Aviv, Israel
06/02/2023




Judith Shatin

To Ofer Shelley

ar

4r

© 2023 Wendigo Music (BMI) All Rights Reserved

2 g

Cello

To the Bird From a Distant Land

Featherlight J=72

re
MI
[ /VVV NN Y
"I
o H S\ < A
il e SR 3
\ B i ]
N il
Q| M. OA.HUV Q
OO T ul
[ [
o il
| 1] A
oMl a8l
(YN
"/
——— W OA-II 'l_l_lR
N T N T
~ A ~{
[ [
o™ o™
 JEms oﬁinur LN
o
o~ o
/ 1 4 4
P AN p
cx N M N
X £ © e ©
N— N —
o o o
c 5 g
= © [-»

Vin.

Pno.



bebefeoefes

® o

=1

bete 2 @ o &

betefrontey

ve-

84

SO
hete P oo pP ey

F_

To the Bird From a Distant Land

ol
—3—
e Z

pitl mosso J

hetpiteopre oo by

K
T 17

o~

19_2! Py

. o befe

~ ()
e
10
~ ()
(fan
b2

Pno.
Pno.




To the Bird From a Distant Land

Ethereal poco meno moso

14

s o0
. e
e Yl
4o 99
N i N
o . N
& N
/H
= S
= >

Pno.

../ N
)A‘% ~l
A \A
. AN
P 1
HER.
i i
i -
T 1114
R B
TN
MR N
INBSSINE
N TN N
e e
N— N —

mp

18 Yemmim@o)a tempo

(\ B i
- N
e
Im ek m%{
7
il : is |
A“ il ™NOp b
L)
|| B TTe
ex
| W Oxs-  |Im
m A\v
A ,vvm\ 2
el S bR
bf% ,._
' i i
A Ko ¥
o S s IR
N o NG
H ~—~———
s e :

LI T sl
.Ulmw
i~
N
[,
Nan
Beny N
[ 18|
Ei.N
ol
varll
ﬁ | ]
o
[ 18|
DA
&
0 ] =
=
WIN 2
iy
Hnynmu n
= S
= >

Pno.

2l LN
AUIm
e ~(
AR
m = s
TN
B=
(Y0 HE
i) N
o
NEES (18
N TN
o
W\ TN
I a
Q||
e
oo TTT®
I N .\
o &N
N




To the Bird From a Distant Land

m
1/
| 4

}'

I
|

o0 o
et e

11

10

3 q
. y
E i
1 9
=™
(=] | |
(=7
m | | ar.N
Rm [
= i
L |\-a
= i
S
17} - Ly
2 bl s A
=9
=
- Tesy Yer caul
SN NG e
N— N —
. g

oi. o% e
(YRR
Q]
LY
A ~t
aisH
-q
P '11
> |
“ M s
% \
Te
~ [y |
/% %
~{ At ~t
Q|
(YN
o 0
¢ |20
Al oy
N N NG
N— N —
g E

il
o ﬁ
y- L ~e ~
LI
w I 5 S S
WI 1N g
| e - QA TR -y
¥ ER
o™ o o 9
MI
i~ ~ Mn ™
o 1
Inf
V%\ il 2
Ky s
@ V ,
AlD f\ f .Mwllk p ’
2& N Y A
- NG o Eh NG
T~ N
= = g




To the Bird From a Distant Land

Ay A Sy ey m R#IJ Y
” e sv\unfvlll_‘ny
o A /vv ” S
b 7 /v ' , " " 5 3
. . °00 Onu OO ” 0 O ~ S i o W .
- ?\\ | |
i i Z | [ |
“ | % ” | . N ” : :
o O e Ul 3 $ e
i > ﬁ ﬁ
.- H .nm\ m N Qe LT
o« L ﬁoV 90 CTTR QL 17 - ,
M, | D o HH T
o H \v g , &\ | R IS
AaL ). 18 l\ ” ,
o] i (L . . i
. al i el W Wl L
[ I N\ IY\ ” ” 1
'Yl N/ | |
N 00 96 ,\ﬁv T e ” T
{10 2 , i
. i 1 8 h His
i i = , mv ]
Ael A b — il i ” e
= I N IU I
=) I | | EN |
-
s A S ” A&\ o Y C el o
L Bl Py .4.]». \ e —“q ” T
'Y 2 | Mo Yy me & @ RS /.\Tuw W ] | T
“I i IMW f TN NI N ”hu. ” TN
B & V ”
il A a1l
S : g 1 ' N) |
A& il SR/ N & R 0 1 ”
& |
< i AMA Y " ol
NS NS NS e TP <4
SN NP NG NG N NG g0 N wnﬁ@Q a N B
N— N — N— N — e g
g g g 8 g ¢ 8 g



7]

e

7]

=

Vi

To the Bird From a Distant Land

Wild J=ca.74

— n — 66—

41

e
e~
e
iy o
TOA A M
~ Mﬂ
(Y
sl [
(1
™A el
e
e
il o o
o
.Hﬂ> A Mﬁ
ol
e
'x )
il @__
AN
il L)
LY
At
T >%W
s ol
i) P — A
e~ L R BN T A
15 |
e
TOA A e o o B
i ’
| s - |
Mw/ s s 11” A
A ASa A oLlSy A NSTR -+
_a B | |
I') K
A .
== o o o
T y
7% A ﬁ>. LIRN fﬁ A9 DS AR iwumr_- A
O al v | < TN

b

Z

be

eoeohSope

o/

/

H

—

,bg

g O =
[ fan)
ANV

7

Vin.

Ve
Pno.
Vin

Ve.
Pno.
Vin.

Ve.
Pno.



[}

]

[

A
]
Vi
]
[

on real

T®A A

[ —

Vi
[}
Vi
7]
Vi

I /
Bl v il || o N\% .

/

i _len A
= _e N en ©
N
. Y
D | ! * ~t - -
v

o .
Jolal  .earf >uh.m A

]
A
V]
e
y 2
PN

o

To the Bird From a Distant Land

"o ;Z

o (e

73
e
*bhel,
mf
be
o
chop
L & 2
e
*
=
A
chop
=
: <
1 I Z
/] & TR
L. eN
f - N
Y 2
e
F [ 7] [ 7]
Vi o
Vi

5/1

®he

47
_ ()

>
Yl

~
x

[ £ Y /]
ANIYJ

A

b
) ) Yol A0 )
) TITOA ﬁmJ A A+ | a8 T8 A
v v _a & T
[ ] e v
TN TN NN o
Pim
i | m1 lA‘\ w.. U v L B
i . ST AS Saoei | B %\
| R 1 /h/
< - sEd A
LN . .. P
TIT®A Aea L fmJ A | Q8T fmJ 98-
e [ [ - 7
Cv A N & s N N
~—
c o oS = ) o) =]
= > & > > & >

Ve.
Pno.



b

>

=

To the Bird From a Distant Land

56

L)
™ | [mr:S
o ~C ~t
Hr.S
b | oo
™ o o B
[ a ,°
NN Q@ ThL fMJ < 1B “n >'._|_§| f ¢ f | ]
way iy iy iy
NGy NGe NG N @ 6

Vin.

Ve
Pno
Vin.

Ve
Pno

k¢

%

D’ A
A
o)
o)
o)
A
o).

Ve.
Pno.



To the Bird From a Distant Land

2 o o ®

o O
Iy
[
Q
e
.
A Ay . ~
i i .
NIk n ¢
s ¢ 2

- )
| | Q
On [ YER i
q | 1]
¢/
_a
(Y (Y
m A €N Aol L1
O :
Q |
1N A Dl | |
M
4 L]
& ﬁ [
A . a ol (Y
N [
TN
L)
(Y
_a
o 9
N
(Y
A &N AN
_a
Y N
xhﬂ/
B
_n 1
e\ 1
\ _a
()
ir.S
A adt, q
N ir.S
N Je GN GN N
N — N —
=] S )
> > &

64

o
PR
.'.
I aN
[
I
s~ RNN
FRR
MI
1 .oj%r Shuat
(Y01
q
|
(Y]
q
o
el o N
o
RN K
N
olll & [ s w 7
mw\ g g 1&
v .'
N . G
=] ) o)
> > £



pizz.

./

33—

o2

To the Bird From a Distant Land

10
65
_ ()

Vin.

g=
[s

V]
PN

pizz.

fe

UVf

/1
—3—
l_3_l

(9]
=x

——*

o
o

g

D
pizz.
pizz.

L NO

;S S

P
v

1)

/

3—
r/_q

v

V]
PN

l_3_l

P— o G

T

—

b
YK

X

v

be

y 2

pizz.

BV <

b e
L@

N

S

arco
arco
LATANENTA)

v

Ve 4

%

P’ 4

Y
o)
o
o)

68
— f)
A Y
o)
A Y
o)
)2
A Y
)~

Ve.
Pno.
Vin.

Ve.
Pno.
Vin.

Ve.
Pno.



11

To the Bird From a Distant Land

&
Q
- N
N /va .
1
p
| &mﬁé
N L
|1
i1
y y up
~d A~ ~t
a o o o
2 A4 2
3 “ O AXK - K—
! ]
| [
| oo
I
XL
|
o
I Kl
I
|
I oo
” i
I
I 01#
I oo
|
Kl
. o |o |
q ! nl—
= N ! _{en
I
RN RN ” RO
|
LRy o9 | oo
I
I Kl
1R\ BN !
L] £ | Kl
bR o ” oo
I
L
ia !
TN\
. ! I
RS | 1
| 1
o o ” X1 _ul
AN I
e 1w , S
I NN
= . : -
L L1, |
m ol m -Ig I hA,I_
< < len
4hynm mh/ mbl
~ LT p ]
N — N ——
= 3] =
= =
> > a®

A

77
_ ) ug

"=

6y

2

o

be

A
o)

79

Ve.

Pno.

b4 H{’A N7
(0 4 ™=
NV ' N

Y]

nfﬁ'

o

o2

o

—

-

A
o)

Vin.

Ve.

Pno.

~— ~——— ~— —__ —




To the Bird From a Distant Land

12

o™ o™
A " < /V | QL
&N
oo oo
. & Al
-2 fll
PN mm\v\
N IaN
o o
. MDV al 'y &lalll
o
.
.
.
o
Slelll AP N
~t vt ~t
o™ o™
o QTN 3 EAN
q lﬂ/ .
=5lelll ol ImNg
o Ol
[ [
o™ o™
ﬁ. _ o ™ .- .-
|| il il
T Ao N Wy o
N ™ N T A N T
SN NI NG O
N— N —
g 5 S
> > £

Ag?#s###s

g

Vec.

Pno.

! N o
=Y 3 Yo N
| | /o_
I
Ore i
T
o S -
&\ . /VVAg\
I
AF% A.r% m\' ,
|n N d im.\v
' Nt
1 i
0 G
Q ) Q) ;
SN N N
N— N —

o |
- B
o9l ] °F W LI
™NY| N
~t ~t ~( -
JJ ( ! m @v
T .rLu T
nn . ]
>SN Y-S0 LN rsa Yo,
Il T ]
e ”
o ”
g e ol e
& | .
D |
ﬂ |
v/ ”
~ TR m, QL N+ | [T
. ~ BN
> o
,h/ 'mHVv
= v
7))
\AL_AU < ¢ 0
| ,"v T ) VV
Y y sy sy
wnﬁ@% &N NEo N
N—N T —
s :



13

To the Bird From a Distant Land

~

o)~

o)

; T
| R H , _
” S - !
I = hW ”
, Az
! g ” A~
, /V - i | lw,km i ,IMWII, B i Y9
| — Mla. |
- um.n ” ¢ /v m FM ”
|
” % umlb z + allll |
«.FL ” ! - o%. L1 T
|
| 10EA ” TR N i~ A~ ~{ o\ N
, Q\ o~ e Wy (o
” ' S X
0 | " H O
Ql ” 1 /‘\ . . ~ s~
! .Aﬂx\\‘ QL TN
” = Wi\ 5 )
Q] LT V.
| i (04 1 .
| 11,
¢ Y , l\‘
| llla i -
- ] il A\.nwv{ I ' | i
, 1 NN >~e W Wy (o W
w | 4/ ‘
g L ( oS heH
S , QL QL /N QL ] Nobh
m Qlll ” TN - —a O (W
N ”
m =~ ~ ” EER Ll AN \\ - -
SR ] < Y W TR s ] _
i i iy ni o T ?/vv
2N ea) m |
e m..
' ' " \u uv ! !
(\} IMVPIIV alll 5
o o
1 ol
LR S H- '
xS ;
@ me 1 = el £ ol % \
NG NG s NG &N N N
H
N—N T —

Vin
Ve
Pno
Vin.
Ve
Pno
Vin
Ve



To the Bird From a Distant Land

14

TN N T N T TN n
Ovint I ]| &
A.__ N Vv ‘I .
o N x,.v 1 GodLL Coo ol >
LY
|- \v
fL IR IS %\V QL !
d L Y /.b _h 30
o = o' o'QL )
ex A &
' ' ' n
~ |l &NV\
N TN N TN N T T % - -
] zvy L] | . .
0\ ! o G/
' ' ' ' / m | / .aﬁ
\ ||
e NS NS e ¢ A\ v
- <1 [
i~ e AQ ] ]
] ] ” o QLI o Bhl
Q1] | / . @»
A._ 1l ” ' °u _ & @
FRERENL NS ” q
o o ” Y
il ”
LT e mi: QL l\ ! !
Yesy Yooy Yo Yesy go_ _ _ _
AN | |
il ” || & o¢ Q||
A LN heH heSH thzu. Iesy
| NG )
I d H ” 1 1~ ~t V %\
| o o
Al ” o YN i /WL"
| /
ﬁ me (Kol ! AQA A M q l~
s e ] & o Qr
= =Y |y S
SNGe O NO N SNGe GN NG ey
~ ~ H
N—N s —— P S
s e : s s ;

Add sostenuto pedal





